64   LETTERS TO THE NEW ISLAND

Cathleen in 1899, ^e Playboy in 1907,
The Plough and the Stars in 1926, are dra-
matic explosions, the growing-pains of the
awakened Irish mind.

The work that Yeats accomplished
could only be wrought by an intense en-
ergy, and intense energy and concentra-
tion are qualities upon which satire is sure
to seize: ridicule is the tribute paid them
by a lesser energy and a lesser dream. So
Moore has snickered maliciously and
O'Casey with all the violence of the senti-
mentalist has growled and snarled from his
exile in London, muttering "The Great
Founder" under his breath. But we are
not deceived; put to the test, these two
men would be the first to pay the tribute
of praise as they have the tribute of satire.

It is impossible to read these letters
without constantly looking forward, as I
have done, to what has grown out of them.
In their rapid words of the moment are
most of the ideas that have shaped the
work of the great Irish poet of our
time, and much of the Movement with
which his name is joined; and it is what
the years have made of these ideas that